
Rule Changes 2015 

MLB Rule 7.13 will now replace the NCAA Collision Rule at HOME PLATE ONLY.  The NCAA 

Collision Rule will apply to all other bases. 

In an effort to eliminate virtually any and all contact at Home Plate, unless he is in complete 

possession of the ball,  the catcher must now provide the runner with a clear, unimpeded path 

to Home Plate.  Unlike the NCAA rule which permitted the catcher to be in the baseline as he 

was in the act of receiving the throw, the MLB rule prohibits any part of the catcher's body (e.g. 

his leg extended) to be in the base path of the runner.  For violation of the rule, the umpire is to 

rule the runner safe.  Although not clearly defined as such in the 2014 Rules, the interpretation 

is to treat the violation as 7.06(a) type obstruction.  Conversely, the runner cannot deviate from 

the base path and make contact with the catcher.  The runner's legal contact can occur during a 

feet first (butt on the ground) slide or head first (torso on the ground) slide. The runner's 

lowering of his shoulder or use of his hands or arms would be considered a violation of the rule.  

For violation of the rule, the runner is declared out and all runners return to the last base legally 

occupied at the time of contact. EXCEPTION: In cases where, in the umpire's judgment, the 

catcher is forced into the base path of the runner in order to catch the throw, he will not be 

adjudged of being in violation of the rule.  Any contact between the catcher and the runner 

would then be deemed unavoidable and legal. 

Rule 6.02(d) One foot in the Batter's Box: 

Major League Baseball has adopted having the batter keep one foot in the batter's box 

following the call of a ball or a strike where the batter does not swing or the pitch does not 

cause the batter to move.  There is, however, no "on field" penalty for failure of the batter to 

comply.  Similarly, the MBUA will encourage and implement the rule as effectively and 

stringently as possible during all MIAA baseball contests realizing that, in compliance with the 

Major League rule, there is no "on field" penalty.  However, in extreme case(s) where the batter 

simply refuses to comply, the umpire has the option of invoking existing rule 6.02(c) which 

states the batter's refusal to get in the box can result in the umpire calling a strike on that 

batter. 

"Fake Tag" 

The MIAA rejected the MBUA recommendation(s) to address the "fake tag", therefore there is 

no penalty or violation for a "fake tag". 


